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SUBJECT: M/S JOZEF CONRAD LAW SUIT 

REF (A) STATE 274260; (B) WARSAW 7322; (C) STATE 233194 
OF DECEMBER 30, 1972 

1. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE TO GO 
TO THE MFA AGAIN WITH THE MORE PRECISE QUESTION AS POSED IN 
PARA 1 OF REF (A). AS INSTRUCTED IN REF C, WE ARE ON RECORD 
WITH THE MFA BY A NOTE TO THE EFFECT THAT: "THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT FURTHER CONSIDERS THAT UNDER GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW THERE IS NO OBLIGATION TO COMPENSATE FOR 
LOSSES SUSTAINED IN CONNECTION WITH THE LAWFUL CONDUCT OF 
MILITARY ACTIVITIES." HAVING TAKEN THIS OFFICIAL STAND TWO 
YEAR AGO, WE COULD HARDLY EXPECT THE MFA TO BE FORTHCOMING 
AT THIS TIME WITH AN ADVISORY LEGAL OPINION WHICH WOULD AID 
OUR CAUSE. MOREOVER, IF THEY GAVE US ANY RESPONSE IT WOULD 
UNDOUBTEDLY BE POLITICALLY INSPIRED IN SUPPORT OF THEIR 
CLAIM. 

2. ALTHOUGH WE WERE ABLE TO OBTAIN SOME LEGAL CITATIONS FROM 
POLISH LAWYERS ON THE MORE GENERAL QUESTION (REF B), ON THE 
MORE PRECISE QUESTION NOW POSED (PARA 1, REF A) WE WOULD NOT 
BE ABLE TO OBTAIN LEGAL BRIEFS GRATIS. MOREOVER, EVEN IF FUNDS 
WERE AUTHORIZED TO PERMIT US TO ENGAGE LEGAL COUNSEL TO PURSUE 
THIS MATTER FURTHER, ANY POLISH LAWYER SO ENGAGED WOULD UN- 
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WORK HE WAS UNDERTAKING FOR THE EMBASSY. WE CONCLUDE THAT 
WE ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO OBTAIN CONFIDENTIAL LEGAL 
OPINIONS HERE ON THE QUESTION AS NOW MORE PRECISELY DEFINED. 

3. THE EMBASSY'S UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF THE ARTICLES OF LAW 
MENTIONED IN REF B ARE AS FOLLOWS: I ART. 23 "THE PERSONAL 
WELFARE OF AN INDIVIDUAL, SUCH AS HIS HEALTH, LIBERTY, HONOR, 
FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE, NAME, WHETHER REAL OR A PSEUDONYM, 

HIS IMAGE, RIGHT TO PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE, INVIOLABILITY 
OF DOMICILE, SCIENTIFIC AND ARTISTIC WORKS, ARE UNDER THE 
PROTECTION OF THE CIVIL LAW IRRESPECTIVE OF THE FACT THAT 
THEY ARE PROTECTED BY OTHER LAWS." II ART. 24 PARA 1 "AN 
INDIVIDUAL WHOSE PERSONAL WELFARE IS THREATENED BY THE ACTION 
OF ANOTHER MAY DEMAND THAT SUCH INDIVIDUAL DESIST IN SUCH 
ACTION PROVIDED THAT THIS ACTION IS ILLEGAL. IN THE CASE OF 
VIOLATION THE PERSON MAY DEMAND COMPENSATION FOR ACTIONS 
COMMITTED IN VIOLATION OF THE LAW." Ill ART. 33 PARA 1 "THE 
FOLLOWING UNITS OF THE STATE-CONTROLLED ECONOMY ARE CORPORATE 
BODIES: 1) STATE TREASURY; 2) STATE ENTERPRISES, THEIR SUB- 
SIDIARIES, AND STATE BANKS; 3) OTHER STATE ORGANIZATIONAL 
UNITS WHICH HAVE LEGAL STATUS; 4) COOPERATIVES AND THEIR 
ASSOCIATIONS; 5) AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES AND THEIR 
ASSOCIATIONS; 6) OTHER SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS WHICH HAVE LEGAL 
STATUS." IV ART. 34 "THE STATE TREASURY IS CONSIDERED TO BE 
THE SUBJECT OF RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS WHICH CONCERN THAT 
PART OF THE STATE PROPERTY WHICH IS NOT SUPERVISED BY OTHER 
STATE CORPORATE BODIES." V ART. 8 "FOREIGNERS IN POLAND HAVE 
THE SAME RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS AS POLISH CITIZENS PROVIDED 
THAT SUCH RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES ARE NOT PROHIBITED BY 
OTHER SECTIONS OF THE LAW." 
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